ANNOUNCEMENTS

A warm welcome to Rev Isaac Ong to our
pulpit this morning. He is the Pastor of
Calvary Bible-Presbyterian Church.

Pray for Rev Tan Eng Boo as he prepares
to speak on Sunday (7 March) from
Exodus 33. Message title: “Show Me Your
Glory.” Service will be livestreamed at
9:00 am at bit.ly/gracebpsermons.

Church Annual Congregational Meeting
(ACM) will be held on 7 March. All Church
members, please attend this meeting.

Sunday Worship on 7 March will be
combined for all members only. Friends
and regular worshippers are encouraged
to join us online for worship.

Children’s Holiday Program 17 March.
Time: 10am-11am. Topic will be on the
mystery of the empty tomb. Meeting will
be via Zoom. Contact Hannah Yeo for
details at 92954965.

LAST WEEK’S GIVINGS

$1,651.00
$2,830.00

Offerings
Tithes

QR code for tithes
& offerings

(Please indicate
“Tithe” or “Offering”
under Reference
no. / description)

LET US PRAY

Join us in praying for the church and
the world via Zoom. Please contact
Rev Tan at 9784 2761 for Zoom
meeting ID and password. You may
also email us your
prayer items at
prayer@gracebpc.org.sg

MEDITATE ON GOD’S WORD
My Worth in God’s Eyes

For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus
for good works,
which God prepared beforehand,
that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 2:10 (ESV)

NEXT WEEK’S APPOINTMENTS CHURCH LEADERSHIP

Speaker/Interpreter

Worship Leader/Co-chairman Eld Victor Goh/Rev Lee Fatt Ping

Musicians  Adeline Lek, Chew Weh

Singers Naomi Neoh, Chea Oei Kiang

Scripture Reader Chea Ruei Jean

AV Ministry  Nathanael Goh, Sarah Goh
Ushers Dn Allan Lim, Dn Daniel Tan,
Lynna Seah, Tan Chew Gim
Junior Worship  Goh Jee Eng
Pre-Primary Worship Hannah Yeo
Flowers Chea Ee Wen

Prayer Meeting Devotion Rev Tan Eng Boo

Rev Tan Eng Boo/Shaw Geok Hua

Moderator
Elder Victor Goh 9682 2281
Victor_Goh@gracebpc.org.sg

Co-Moderator
Elder Seah Soon Huat 98352178
Soon_Huat_Seah@gracebpc.org.sg

Honorary Pastor (Mandarin Service)
Rev Lee Fatt Ping 9668 1549
Fatt_Ping_Lee@gracebpc.org.sg

Pastor (Mentoring)
Rev Tan Eng Boo 97842761
Eng_Boo_Tan@gracebpc.org.sg
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Speaker
Rev Isaac Ong

Worship Leader
Dn David Leong

Musicians
Adrian Teo
Dn Jeremy Hor

Scripture Reader
Hor Siow Shia

Singers

Tan Jiaqi

Alex Chan
Ushers
Augustine Tham
Elsie Chan

Lee Kee Min

AV Ministry
Evonne Tee
Dn Daniel Tan

Junior Worship

Lim Ai Lin
Pre-Primary Worship
Hannah Yeo

Flowers
Chea Ee Wen

Month of March’s
Preaching Schedule

7 Mar  Exodus Series

14 Mar  1Kings 4-5

21 Mar 1 Kings 6-7

28 Mar  “Mission of
Christ” Series—
Palm Sunday

Activities

Sunday Worship & > 9.00am Main Service

OUR MISSION
To bring people to salvation in
Jesus Christ and disciple them
their relationship with Christ.

Prelude
Call to Worship

Opening Song

Opening Prayer

Worship in Song

Responsive Reading

Giving and Thanksgiving

Scripture Reading

Pre-Sermon Song

Pastoral Prayer

Sermon

Closing Song

Benediction

9.30am Junior Worship

&

OUR VISION

To be a church that is passionate about God,
in transformed by the Word, authentic in
relationship, and bold in witness.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

The Lord Is in His Holy Temple

MH46 Crown Him with Many Crowns

Gloria Patri

King Forevermore

Psalm 144 (KJV)

Doxology

1 Kings 3 (ESV)

His Mercy Is More

Ask What | Shall Give Thee

The Perfect Wisdom of Our God

Threefold Amen

(7-12 yrs old)

11.00am Bible Classes
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Is DIGITAL CHURCH A REAL CHURCH?

By Chia Poh Fang

At exactly one year ago, in February 2020, following reports of Covid-19 cases in several
places of worship, several churches in Singapore began to move their worship services
online.

This came just in time: a month later, in the wake of sharply increasing cases, all worship
services and religious gatherings were suspended.

Since then, many churches—and members—have got used to online gatherings. Many
services are streamed live online or shared on YouTube, small groups meet via video
conferencing, and Bible study and prayer meetings are also conducted virtually.

And while some restrictions have been lifted, and religious institutions are currently
allowed to have up to 250 worshippers in separate zones and with safety measures, many
believers are probably still “going to church” without leaving their homes.

Not surprisingly, this raises some questions about church services. Is the digital church a
temporary response to Covid-19, or is it here to stay? Would a hybrid church—with both
onsite services and online live-streaming—become a future model? What is a real
church—digital or physical?

Recently, the Biblical Graduate School of Theology (BGST) invited Dr Pete Phillips, Director

of the CODEC Research Centre for Digital Theology, to speak on this topic. Here’s what |
have gleaned from the session:

1. Digital vs physical: Which is a real church?
The physical world feels more real because it allows physical interaction. No wonder it
took a while for many to get used to attending church online.

Ironically, now that on-site services have resumed to some extent, some have reported
feeling let down by the physical services. Though they can be there in person, they cannot
interact meaningfully with fellow believers, and they feel distant from the proceedings.
Some even say they prefer to interact in the virtual space, as it’s less threatening and
disappointing.

Naturally, it prompts the question: So what is a real church? Is it a physical or digital
church?

This dilemma is understandable: Just as the virtual world can feel unreal, the physical
world may not necessarily feel real, either. Just as you can feel alone in a crowd, people
can be present in body, but absent in mind and spirit. It is equally possible to be physically
present in church, but not have any real engagement with God and with fellow believers.

So, the question is: What, then, is real?

2. What makes a church real

The Bible doesn’t describe church in terms of physical spaces. Instead, it defines the
church as a community of believers, with God dwelling in each one of us (Colossians
1:27). God can engage with His people in any place—whether it’s in a physical church
building, or online.

Jesus himself explained this truth when He was talking to the Samaritan woman at the
well (John 4:21-24):

“Believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain
nor in Jerusalem . . . a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the
Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
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Ultimately, what makes a church “rea
and between people.

is the engagement between believers and God,

So, whether we are meeting on-site or online, we need to be intentional in encouraging
real engagement between people, and in creating a space where people can experience
God as a member of the body of Christ.

3. Making church count

Each of us can play a part in making church real—for ourselves and for others. Here are
some ways that can help us to be engaged meaningfully with God and fellow believers,
whether online or on-site.

e Tune in early: We can prepare our hearts and minds to be fully present by
arriving or tuning in early, and spend some time in quiet prayer, confessing our
sins and giving thanks to God for His grace and goodness in the past week.

e Participate wholeheartedly: Have a Bible with you. Look up the Bible reading and
references during the sermon, and take down notes. Express your praise and
worship with raised hands or closed eyes, sing along if you are at home, or lip-
sync if you are at an on-site service.

e Reach out compassionately: Arrange to meet others for fellowship before or
after service, or stay socially connected through WhatsApp or a simple phone
call. We can encourage each other to follow Christ, to do good works, and to be
holy by reading the Bible together, chatting about the recent sermon, and
praying together.

The church can be real, whether we are on-site or online. Given both the need to stay
safe and our own desire to meet, the church faces both a challenge and opportunity:
we can blend both physical and digital, so as to bring the different elements of
corporate worship and fellowship together. That way, we can help people in both the
pews and on their sofas to walk together, as fellow disciples of Christ.

Poh Fang never dreamed of being in a language-related profession; chemistry was her
first love. The turning point came when she received Jesus as her Savior as a 15-year-old
and expressed to Him that she would like to create books that touch lives. She serves with
Our Daily Bread Ministries in the Singapore office as Managing Editor.

This article was first published in Stay Faithful during Covid-19 © Our Daily Bread
Ministries. For more articles like this, visit: www.odb-covid.org



